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GREY MORRIS PICKS HIS TOP 50
TERRITORY SPORTS PEOPLE 

OF ALL TIME
TERRITORY sport with all of 
its passion and excitement built 
up over more than a century 
has produced the very best of 
the best.
Sportsmen and women who can 
combine skill with commitment, 
focus and a deep seated passion 

and desire to succeed.
This is the best 50 Terri-
tory sportspeople in my time 
and well before I started as a 
sportswriter with the Northern 
Territory News almost a quarter 
of a century ago.
   When NT News editor Matt 

Williams suggested _ with my 
right arm twisted up my back _ 
that I compile a Top 50 article 
on all the greats of Territory 
sport the task seemed relatively 
simple _ until now. 
   Some may disagree, others 
will agree and the people in 

between will agree to disagree 
with my selections. 
   That is the path you take 
when you are picking the best in 
any sport, let alone combining 
them all and coming up with a 
top 50.

50:  Ian Van Der Wal (swimming)  
Van Der Wal swum for Australia at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics and the Pan Pacific Games 
a year later when he won a silver medal. He 
shared the pool with greats like Ian Thorpe, 
Michael Klim and Grant Hackett and 
deserves at least a top 50 berth.

49:  Ivy Hampton (Darts)  
Ivy Hampton was born at McLaren Station, 
about 80km south of Tennant Creek. I don't 
know if Ivy could throw a dart that far, or 
how accurate she would have been. But she 
was part of the 1980 Pacific Cup-winning 
national team, where she won the singles 
and pairs and she represented Australia in 
the esteemed Winmau Ladies’ Masters in 
England.

48: Steven Bowditch (Squash)   
The forgotten man of Territory sport, 
Bowditch rose to No.16 in the world in the 
highly competitive sport of squash when 
stars like Geoff Hunt were around in the 
mid 1980s. Bowditch took up squash as an 
11-year-old and won the NT Open title aged 
just 15. A member of Squash Australia's 
prestigious Hall of Fame, Bowditch was 
runner-up to Pakistan great Jahangir Khan 
in the richest tournament on the profes-
sional tour at the time, the 1985 Drakkar 
North American Squash Open.

47: Frank Stokes (Rugby League)
Spotted by then Manly coach Bob Fulton 
when his Sea Eagles played an end-of-
season trip in Darwin, Stokes lit up the 
NSW Rugby League competition with his 
evasive skills and leg speed. He scored 17 
tries for Manly in 51 games, most of them as 
a winger, though he did play at fullback and 
five-eighth where he also excelled.

46: Emma Kraft (Athletics)
The Centralian distance runner has domi-
nated the sport in the Red Centre, going on 
to represent Australia in mountain running 
teams in 2013, '14 and '17, the same year she 
finished a creditable sixth in the XTerra Trail 
Run world titles. A City2Surf winner through 
the streets of Darwin, Kraft is one of Alice 
Springs' greatest sporting products.

45: Ralph Wiese (Cricket)
A giant of the game of cricket since arriving in 
Darwin on a teaching assignment in the early 
1960s, Wiesse was the greatest batsman of 
his time, making big scores for Darwin district 

club Waratah and Darwin rerpresenative side 
at the former Calder Shield intertown tourna-
ments almost at will.

44: Bob Holt (Speedway) 
A photo of Bob Holt's car flying high into 
the night sky during a Sydney Showground 
feature race in 1963 told a lot about the 
Katherine fuel distributor. Clad in shorts and 
a sleeveless shirt, Holt survived the mighty 
shunt and 35  years later _ older, wiser and 
still crazy _ he won the national speedcar 
title at Darwin's Northline Speedway.

43: Reuben Cooper Sr  
(Australian Football) 
This man was a sporting colossus of his time 
and we are talking about the first 40 years 
of the 1900s. Blessed with exquisite skills 
and boundless courage, Cooper was 
the foreunner to indigenous footballers 
dominating the game in Australia's Top End 
and could even have represented Australia 
at swimming, so talented was he.

42: Mark Hickman (Hockey)
One of the best goalkeepers in the tough 
world of hockey that Australia has pro-
duced. A product of the powerful Darwin 
Hockey Association, the man they called 
"Hicko'' played an integral part in snapping 
a gold medal drought for the Australian 
Kookaburras at the 2004 Athen Olympics 
that had stretched back to this country's 
first involvement at the Games in 1956.

41:  Luis Casimiro (Soccer)
A long-term presence in Darwin soccer 
through the 1970s, '80s and '90s, Casimiro 
had all the skills, a huge appetite for goals 
and the round ball game. He could delight 
his own fans and upset rival supporters by 
controlling the ball with both feet and never 
backing down from an on-field confronta-
tion with opponents or referees. 

40: Greg Chan 
(Clay Target Shooting)
"Channy'' coached the Australian clay target 
shooting team for 10 years from the mid 
1990s and it was the Territorian's influence 
that brought out the best in Olympic gold 
medallists Michael Diamond, Russell Mark 
and Adam Vella.
He travelled around the world for most of 
those 10 years and told everyone he was a 
Territory boy and always will be.

39: Shane Bannan (Cycling)
Bannan began coaching cyclists in 
1986 after a riding career that included 
representing the NT at world junior titles 
and winning the 50km points title at the 
nationals. He was selected for the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics but contracted glandular 
fever and was forced to withdraw. Bannan 
coached at the Northern Territory Institute 
of Sport before moving into the national 
program in 1987, filling the dual roles of 
Cycling Australia National Performance Di-
rector and the Australian Institute of Sport's 
Head Cycling Coach.

38:  David Ross (Rugby Union/Aust 
Football/ Rugby League) 
David Ross did it all as a young gun in 
three different sporting codes. He was an 
All-Australian under-15 rugby league player, 
an Australian Affiliate (rugby union) rep in 
1982, a junior Wallaby in 1984 and an All-
Australian Teal Cup player in 1983.

37: William (Nungah) AhMat  
(Aust Football/Rugby League)
'Nungah' was a star midfielder with the 
powerful Darwin Buffaloes through the 
1960s and '70s and a superb centre with 
Brothers Rugby League club in the same pe-
riod. He represented the NT in both codes 
with his hardness and superb hand skills.

36:  Clive Baxter (Speedway) 
This man won a national Formula 500 title 
as a disabled athlete after a motocross 
accident left him wheelchair bound. A rider 
and driver of tremendous skill, he added the 
Northern Territory, Western Australian and 
South Australian F500 titles to his growing 
list of achievements. Still held in high regard 
three decades after his retirement, Baxter is 
the first _ and only _ disabled competitor to 
win an Australian speedway title.

35: Boyd Scully (Boxing)  
If there is a person across the Northern 
Territory with more passion for the sport 
of boxing than the late Boyd Scully, I would 
love to meet them. Boxing NT’s president 
for 12 years, an ambassador for Boxing 
Australia and a coach at the Oceania Games 
and national championships, the kid who 
learned his craft at the old police paddock 
in the Darwin suburb of Stuart Park will 
forever be an icon for boxing.

34: Rebecca Voukolous 
(Tenpin bowling)  
It is not what Voukolos has done in the 
complex world of tenpin bowling, it's what 
she has not and that is very little. Vouklous 
has competed at national championship 
level since 1999 in a glittering career that 
includes Australian Masters title wins and 
representing her country at World Cup 
level.

33: Paul Shiers (Horseracing)
The master of the apprentices, jockey Paul 
Shiers' riding skills have elevated him to the 
top of a school of excellence in Northern 
Territory racing. Nine Darwin Guineas and 
four NT Derby winners are testimony to his 
ability to get the best out of his mounts.

32: Des Abbott (Hockey)
The first indigenous male to represent Aus-
tralia at the Olympic Games in field hockey, 
Abbott terrorised international defences 
with his great pace and huge appetite 
for goals. A bronze medallist at the 2008 
Olympics and a three-time Champions 
Trophy gold medallist with the Kookabur-
ras, Abbott's hockey bloodlines came from 
his uncle Joe Daby.

31: Phil de la Cruz (Rugby League)
A legend in Darwin rugby league, de la Cruz 
was a star with Wallabies, Nightcliff, RSL and 
Northern Suburbs throughout the 1960s 
and ’70s. He captained the NT against the 
visiting French in 1964 with the strength of 
a buffalo and the skills of a gazelle. 

30: Craig Leach (Rugby Union)
Leach played the role of fly half to perfec-
tion in an NT Rugby Union playing career 
that took him to the elite level in club and 
representative rugby. A 300-plus game 
player with Palmerston who captained the 
Northern Territory against Scotland in the 
prime of his career, Leach was one of the 
very best at his trade.

29: David Bates (Horseracing) 
A 19-time winner of the jockey's premiership 
at Fannie Bay Racecourse, Bates was the 
essence of a horseman, both in riding and 
training them for short or long distance races. 
A three-time Darwin Cup winner, one as a 
trainer-jockey when he rode Lanson to victo-
ry almost bareback when the saddle slipped, 
Bates also has four Palmerston Sprints and 
two Alice Springs Cups to his name.

28: Teri Cubillo (Softball)
An extraordinary player with the Rebels and 
Tracy Village, Cubillo's skill and workrate work 
at shortstop and later as a catcher made her 
one of Territory softball's most recognisable fig-
ures through three decades of Territory sport.

27: Don Bonson Sr  
(Australian Football)
Don Bonson Sr was a big contributor to 
the sport of Ausralian football through 
the 1930s when he won two league best 
and fairest awards while plying his trade 
with the Darwin Buffaloes and was their 
secretary-treasurer from 1933-35. A league 
and Buffaloes life member, he was the patri-
ach of the skilful Bonson sporting family.

26: Stephen Holt (Hockey)
They called him "Shaggy'' because of his 
laconic approach to life and sport, but once 
he stepped on to a hockey field Stephen Holt 
was all business.  A clever, smart thinking de-
fender, he won a bronze medal for Australia 
at Sydney 2000 and Commonwealth Games 
gold with the Kookaburras in 1998.

25: Mark Motlop  
(Australian Football)
The patriach of the extraordinary Motlop 
sporting dynasty since the death of his 
father Chico, Mark Motlop was a league and 
club best and fairest winner with Nightcliff 
and later played at Wanderers and Southern 
Districts where he was the first NTFL player 
to reach 300 games. Continued to give back 
to the game he loves with coaching stints 
at Districts _ where he won the club's first 
premiership _ Wanderers and Darwin.

24: James Swan (Boxing)
"Swanny'' won bronze medals in the 
bantamweight division at the 1994 and 
'98 Commonwealth Games and fought for 
Australia at the 1996 and 2000 Olympics. 
Short in stature but capable of hitting hard 
with both hands, Swan was inducted into 
the NT's Hall of Champions in 2014.

23: Maisie Austin (Basketball) 
The first woman to elected president of 
the Darwin Basketball Association iand NT 
Basketball Association, Austin's involve-
ment in Territory sport as a player, referee 
and administrator knows no bounds. She 
was also the first Territory woman to be 
nationally accredited as a Level 2 basketball 
coach and was chairperson of the inaugural 
Arafura Games in 1991.

22: Michael Athanasiou/ 
Dennis Dunn (Aust Football) 
If two names dominated discusssions at 
lunchtime and during smoko through the 
1980s and '90s it was AFLNT Hall of Famers 
and St mary's champions Michael Athana-
siou and Dennis Dunn. Athanasiou won 12 
premierhip medals at St Mary's and repre-
sented the Territory in two football codes. 
Dunn booted 817 goals in 204 games and 
kicked 100 goals in a season twice and won 
10 flags with St Mary's.

21:  Ken Vowles (Cricket)
Ken Vowles inspired a generation of Terri-
tory kids to play cricket with his big hitting 
batting and clever medium pace bowling. 
An Australian Cricket Academy scholarship 
holder from 1989-90, he toured internation-
ally with the Australian under-19s and held 
the record for the fastest century at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground until West Indies 
great Vivian Richards claimed the title. 

20: Cyril Rioli Jr
(Australian Football)
A four-time premiership player and Norm 
Smith medallist at AFL club Hawthorn, 

the player they call "Junior Boy'' inspired 
thousands of Territory youngsters to play 
the game his way in a decade of showing 
his exquisite skills to the world.

19: David Kantilla 
(Australian Football)
An early pioneer in travelling interstate 
to play the game he loved, the late David 
(Soapy) Kantilla became a genuine path-
finder when he left theTiwi Islands to play 
for SANFL club South Adelaide. An AFLNT 
Hall of Famer, Kantilla was an integral part of 
South Adelaide's 1964 premiership side and 
is still revered among sporting circles today.  

18: Michael McLean  
(Australian Football)
The man they called 'Magic' in an AFL career 
that spanned almost 20 years with two clubs 
was the first Territorian to go directly from 
club football to the national competition. 
Ravaged by injury for most of his career, 
McLean's second coming at the Brisbane 
Lions saw him win two club best and fairest 
awards and captain the Allies. He also 
captained the inaugural Indigenous All-Stars 
side and coached them to several wins. 

17: Blake Truslove and  
Gary Boodnikoff (Basketball)
Darwin's Truslove was in the National Bas-
ketball League system for six years where 
he plied his trade with Adelaide, Canberra 
and New Zealand. At 204cm he had all the 
skills, all of which he learnt as a junior with 
Darwin club Rebels and later the RSL junior 
and league teams. Truslove won champion-
ship rings with Adelaide and New Zealand 
in a 90-game NBL career. Boodnikoff, from 
Alice Springs, played 253 NBL games with 
the Sydney Kings, Victoria Titans and Cairns 
Taipan, winning a championship ring with 
the Kings in 2002-03. He was also NBL 
Rookie of the Year in the same year and 
most improved in 2005-06. Both players 
represented the NT

16: Stephen Blake (Athletics)
"Blakey'' won the annual City2Surf race 
an incredible 20 times between 1983 and 
2004, the perfect example of his ability 
to withstand pain and focus on the job 
at hand. A modest man, Blake will be 
remembered as 'Mr Surf' for his amazing 
winning record as long as the race is held 
and athletes of all ages continue to pound 

the pavements of Darwin.

15: Darryl White  
(Australian Football)
'Whitey' became an inspiration for thou-
sands of Centralian kids with his exploits on 
national playing fields as part of the cham-
pion Brisbane Lions AFL sides through the 
1990s and early noughties. A reluctant star 
in his early days before becoming Alice 
Springs' greatest sporting export, White 
played 268 games and was a vital cog in the 
Lions' premiership threepeat from 2001-
03, playing alongside great names like 
Voss, Akermanis, Lynch and Brown. 

14: Steve Abala Sr  
(Rugby League/Aust Football)
The patriarch of the Abala family and the 
1950-51 Nichols medallist as part of the 
extended Darwin Buffaloes family, was one 
of the Territory's finest sportsman through 
the war years until the mid '50s. Also a fine 
rugby league player, he tragically died at 
Gardens Oval in 1956 while playing for the 
Navy. Abala Road at Marrara is named in 
his honour.

13: Nathan Buckley
(Australian Football)
Now coach of Collingwood, arguably 
Australia's most famous sporting club, 
Nathan Buckley spent his formative years 
in Darwin before embarking on the national 
stage where he won a Brownlow Medal as 
the AFL's best and fairest player. 

12: Lenny Kilmartin (Soccer)
Kilmartin wore the blue and white of 
Darwin club Hellenic for 403 games and left 
the game as one of Territory soccer's true 
greats. An NT and Darwin representative 
player, Kilmartin had no peers in terms of 
goalscoring, allround skill and longevity in 
the world game.

11: Benny Lew Fatt (Australian 
Football/Basketball)
A giant of Territory sport where he was a 
brilliant performer in Australian football 
and basketball where he played for Austral-
ia, Benny Lew Fatt was a sporting genius. 
Recently awarded the OAM for his services 
to sport and the Darwin community, Lew 
Fatt comes from a sporting family with the 
highest pedigree.

10: Bill Dempsey/ 
 Jimmy Anderson (Australian 
Football): 

Bill Dempsey and the late Jimmy Anderson 
were best friends in sport and life and 
deserves to be bracketed together in a best 
of all time list. Born and bred Territorians, 
Dempsey made his name at West Perth in 
the WAFL and Anderson with his beloved 
Darwin Buffaloes where he was runner-up 
in the league's best and fairest award twice 
and represented the Northern Terrritory 
Football League five times.

9:  Abby Cubillo (Basketball)
Another product of the talented Cubillo 
family, Abby was the starting point 
guard for the Australian women's 
under-17 basketballers who won gold 
at the 2016 FIBA world titles and was 
a member of the U19 Australian side 
at the 2017 World Cup. When Cubillo 
made her Women's National Basketball 
League debut with the University of 
Canberra Capitals in 2018 she became 
the first born and raised Territorian to 
play in the WNBL.

8:  Bo de la Cruz  
(Touch Football/Rugby 7s)
A multi-talented sportswoman who went 
under the Territory’s sporting radar for 
several years. De la Cruz was the first 
Indigenous woman to represent Australia 
at senior level in touch rugby before chang-
ing codes to represent gold medallists 
Australia at the 2009 Rugby Sevens World 
Cup in Dubai. I hope being named No.8 in 
my best NT sportspeople of all time puts Bo 
firmly on the radar screen for her magnifi-
cent contribution to Territory sport. 

7:  Warrenne Ekins (Speedway) 
Territory speedway's greatest export, 
Ekins dominated the Australian speed-
car scene through the early 1990s, 
winning four Australian Championships 
in 1990, '91, '93 and '94. He added five 
NT and two South Australian titles to 
that list and is the only Australian to 
win the World Midget 50-lapper in New 
Zealand, rating it as his career highlight. 
Five successive Chariots of Thunder 
titles and three NT Sprintcar Champion-
ships followed.

6:  Will Chambers (Rugby League)

Chambers spent his formative years in 
Nhulunbuy where he showed an early 
appetite for rugby league. His move 
back to Brisbane in his teenage years hit 
the jackpot where he progressed to the 
NRL when the Melbourne Storm signed 
him as an 18-year-old. State of Origin for 
Queensland and Australian representa-
tion make him one of the Territory’s best 
known modern day sportsman.

5: Michael Long (Australian Football)

One of Australia’s most recognisable sportspeople, 
“Longy’’ sprung to prominence 

as a brilliant youngster with 
NTFL club St Mary’s. Went 

on to play 190 mostly 
memorable games with 

AFL club Essendon and 
now features outside of 

football with his passion-
ate work for indigenous 

sportspeople and their 
overall welfare.

4:  Andrew McLeod (Australian Football)

McLeod rose from a shy youngster discarded by AFL club 
Fremantle to the pinnacle of Australian football through 
his 340 games with the Adelaide Crows. 
Won every team and individual award on 
offer in the national competition except 
the Brownlow Medal and many people 
say he should have won the AFL’s best 
and fairest award at least twice. 
Combined unbelievable natural 
talent with a fierce desire to suc-
ceed, attributes that entitled 
him to be labelled a champion.

1: Michael 
AhMat 
(Basketball)
The first indigenous Australian 
to represent his country at the 

Olympic Games, AhMat was the 
greatest basketballer to emerge 
from the Northern Territory 
and that is saying a lot.
His great talent was first 
recognised at the 1959 national 
championships as an NT player, 
after which he relocated to 

Adelaide where he played a 
then record 588 club games.
AhMat’s great talents never 

transferred to coaching 
ranks after his unfortu-

nate death at just 42 
years of age.

3:  Nova Peris 
    (Hockey/Athletics)

Nova Peris will be remembered for her 
extraordinary achievements as a hockey 

player and athlete for Australia that 
put a permanent footprint on the 

Territory and the national sporting sceene. 
Multi-talented and fully focused, Peris was the 
first indigenous Australian to win an Olympic 
gold medal with the Hockeyroos at the Atlanta 
Olympic Games and won two sprint gold medals 
at the 1998 Commonwealth Games.

2: Maurice Rioli 
(Australian Football)
Rioli was the first indigenous Australian to make 
a big impact in Melbourne’s VFL competition, 
which turned national in 1990 by becoming the 
AFL. One of the great players of his generation 

after playing stints at WAFL club South Fremantle 
and Richmond and Imalu, St Mary’s and Wara-

tah, Rioli was a regular in NT representative 
sides. His influence on indigenous Territo-
rians and sports fans still resonates today 

through the Maurice Rioli Stand at TIO Stadium.

HAVE YOUR SAY: Readers’ choice for The Territory’s greatest sports stars. Vote now at


